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 Every time I change residences, I curse myself for having so many books.
The number of boxes packed full is laughable. Also, very heavy. Perhaps it runs in 
my family. My Aunt and Uncle, both anthropologists teaching in South Carolina, 
rented an entire apartment for their books when they lived in a high rise. It made 
perfect sense to me at the time; it was like having a library next door. I don’t have 
nearly as many books as they do, but there are definitely a lot. My bookshelf is cer-
tainly not one of those sparse shelves that I see so often in homes used as pornog-
raphy sets or in television shows. I’d like to have more plants and crappy ceramic 
sculptures than books. A small curated selection of titles should be enough, but it 
never is. I have attachments to books for reasons that are incomprehensible. I think 
I may “need” to look something up in some book I haven’t opened in a century or 
so or maybe someone I love gave it to me. Some books I can’t imagine not having 
available to me anytime of the day or night, even if I never actually open them. 
They are comforting to have on the shelf, looking at me as I slumber, perhaps re-
minding me of another time or place or mindset. Anyhow, I don’t trust anyone who 
doesn’t have at least a few books in the house. You might not be able to judge a 
book by it’s cover but you can find a lot about somebody from their bookshelves. 
Or lack thereof. 
 My biography resides in the bookshelves. The books themselves are 
a record of what I’m into, and hidden within the pages are reminders of times 
passed. Books are time capsules, scrap repositories, memories. I find photographs, 
postcards, airline ticket stubs, love letters, newspaper clippings and flowers tucked 
into texts. I leave things in books to surprise myself later. Some objects are there 
from the time I was reading the book. Others are put into books later, when I’m 
confronted by something I’m not sure what to do with. Putting a photograph in a 
book means it will be safe, but lost on the bookshelf.
 It’s ridiculous to have so many books, I have to get rid of some. I rarely 
look at the books, I just move them from household to household and line them 
up on the shelf. When I have to look something up, it’s easier to find it online than 
by sorting through actual pages. Since the last time I moved, last April, I’ve been 
going through the books one by one, making decisions about which books should 
stay in my life and which ones should seek other shelves. 
 BOOKSHELF is a record of this process.
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Painting Photography Film 
by Moholy-Nagy, MIT Press, 1967
This book is a translation of  a 1925-27 
Bauhaus book. I have no idea where I got 
it. It’s in a library plastic wrapping and has 
a Fischli-Weiss postcard stored in the black 
endpages. The book is a series of  musings 
and observations about imagery in the age 
of  the camera. Most of  the writing is short 
and engaging. It is heavily illustrated with 
photographs by various artists. It may have 
some good writing to assign to students. K
 
In Our Own Backyard: A Guide to the 
Pleasures, Possibilities and Responsibili-
ties of Living in Harmony With Nature 
by The Riverwoods Preservation Council, 2007. 
My mother is credited as being one of  the 
authors of  this spiral bound book, but as 
far as I know, she did most of  the work. It’s 
a guide to the creatures and plants of  Riv-
erwoods, Illinois, many of  which are being 
decimated by ignorant homeowners and 
greedy builders. My mother left Riverwoods 
soon after the book was published, after 
nearly 40 years of  maintaining the two acres 
of  woods surrounding her home, keeping 
the deer from munching the wildflowers and 
pulling poison ivy and invasive plants and 
spreading the word about the importance of  
a healthy ecosystem to anyone who would 
listen. K

The Beer Stein Book 
by Gary Kirsner and Jim Gruhl
There was a time I was obsessed with beer 
steins and wanted to make my  own, so I got 
this book. The endpapers are decorated with 
what appears to look like a child’s scribble. 
The book contains several hundred black 
and white photographs of  beer steins, rang-
ing from Greco-Roman designs to castles, 
landscapes, and rabbits. There is an amaz-
ing world of  beer steins out there, and I can 
only imagine that beer might taste better 
if  drunk from a ceramic container shaped 
like a busty woman, alligator, or wolf  head. 
Contains a few color images. K

Concrete Island 
by J.G. Ballard 
I read this book when I first moved to Los 
Angeles. It’s about people living on con-
crete medians in the streets. It changed the 
way I looked at medians forever. Now I 
always think of  them as potential homes. K

The Portable Edgar Allan Poe, 
Viking Press, 1945. Twelfth Printing, July 1963
Daniel gave me this book. It doesn’t have 
everything, but there’s a lot of  Poe here. I 
love that it’s a small book and “portable.” 
There is a tag inside that says “Property of  
Saralena Sherman.” Also the price written 
in pencil of  6.95. In the middle of  a story 
called “The Gold-Bug” I found a Polaroid 
of  me wearing a sweater that says “Bike Los 
Angeles” and I’m cooking something in a 
pan. I’m not sure what it is. Maybe tofu? I’m 
holding up some whitish stuff  with a spatula 
and smiling wildly. Must have been around 
2005, because I think that sweater is really 
old. Haven’t actually seen it in awhile. It 
might be lost. The poem “Ulalume” is one 
of  my favorites. I memorized it for Thanks-
giving one year. K

The Broom of the System 
by David Foster Wallace
I will probably never read this book. I like 
his nonfiction a lot but have been afraid 
to break into this one. It is shaped like an 
impenetrable brick. Inside is the receipt for 
this book, a book about porn, and a piece 
of  candy. I bought it at Occidental College 
Bookstore on 11/11/1997. K

PhotoGrids 
by Sol Lewitt
A book of  9 part grids of  square photos. Pic-
tures are grouped according to subject most-
ly. A page of  fences, a page of  grates, several 
pages of  manhole covers. It’s from 1977, 
there’s no text, and I’m not sure where I got 
it. Inside the book is a receipt for a Robot 
Royal camera dated November 2, 1990, 
purchased by Dan Knapp. At one point, 
Dan gave me the camera for safe-keeping, I 
don’t remember why. I still have it. It shoots 
square photographs and it’s beautiful. It cost 
Dan $350.03. Perhaps he wants it back. K

Psychobuildings 
by Martin Kippenberger
A small book of  black and white photo-
graphs of  things found along the way and 
some images of  sculptures too. Trash, as-
semblage, fountains, interiors, cement struc-
tures, etc. Price on back cover is $12.50. Not 
sure where I got it. K

Masks and Mumming in the Nordic Area 
Edited by Terry Gunnell
This is an awesome and also very heavy 
paperback book that I got in Sweden at a 
museum bookshop. Several scholarly chap-
ters detail mask and mumming practices 
in Norway, Sweden, Finland, Iceland, and 
other cold places. With chapter titles like 
“Easter Witches in Sweden” and “Elves 
on the Move: Midwinter Mumming and 
House-Visiting Traditions in Iceland,” it 
is an incredible trove of  information plus 
awesome pictures of  people in costume that 
look straight out of  a parallel universe high 
school yearbook. A most inspiring book. K

The Hermes Scarf: History and Mystique 
by Nadine Coleno
I saw this book in Paris when I was ob-
sessed with the idea of  making silk scarves. 
I bought it in Palm Beach. I still haven’t fig-
ured out what kind of  scarf  to make, but this 
book has a lot of  great pictures of  existing 
scarves. K

Fun Facts About the Bible You Never 
Knew 
by Robyn Martins
I don’t why I have this book. It must have 
been a gift. Inside seem to be quizzes and 
puzzles about bible stories. Also inside is a 
postcard showing a scantily dressed woman 
holding a riding crop and smoking a ciga-
rette. The picture is from 1890 and some-
one has cryptically written, “should we use 
this as the cover image?” I think it might be 
from my friend Chris. We had made an SM 
themed mix CD and maybe that’s the photo 
he was suggesting we use with it. Not sure. 
GA (postcard stays with bookshelf).

Paradise 
by Donald Barthelme
Short short stories by a master of  brevity. K

Poems and Prose 
by Christina Rossetti
I bought this book after reading a poem by 
Rossetti about goblins. Book contains many 
poems that would be good for reading aloud 
after a big meal like Thanksgiving or New 
Year’s or maybe even a funeral. Inside there 
was what looks like a flash card. It says the 
word “peach” on one side and the other side 
has a drawing of  a naked boy jumping out 
of  a split open peach while two onlookers 
with red faces stare in shock. The naked 
boy also looks embarrassed and he seems to 
have two balls and no penis. K

Society of the Spectacle 
by Guy Debord
Classic text about spectacle and capitalism. 
Probably one of  those books that should be 
reread every ten years or so, but who has the 
time? K

Scar Lover 
by Harry Crews
Florida novel. I read it but I don’t remem-
ber it at all. I did like Crews’ writing a lot 
at one point and read a lot of  his books all 
in a row. Includes bookmark from Tattered 
Cover Bookstore in Denver. K

Nineteen Eighty Three 
by David Peace
Hanukkah Book Club 2009 book from Alice 
to Louis. It’s part four of  a four part series, 
according to the book jacket. Between pages 
88 and 89 is a ticket stub for a flight from 
Laguardia to Dulles with my aunt’s name on 
it. I wonder if  she didn’t make it past this 
page number in the book. I haven’t read it. 
K

Flower Net 
by Lisa See
Hanukkah Book Club 2009 book from Alice 
to me. A mystery book. I haven’t read it but 
maybe I’ll give it a try. K

The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood 
by Howard Pyle
Jen Hofer gave me this book when I was re-
searching Robin Hood for a show in Not-
tingham. Inside is a postcard from Jen tell-
ing me that she’s doing a project involving 
thrifting while on the  road and found this 
book for me. The illustrations are really 
beautiful. Also inside is a letter written from 
a friend traveling in Paris telling me to re-
mind him not to work so hard. K

The Courage to Be 
by Paul Tillich
A book about “anxiety and its conquest” 
given to me by Grandma Gert for Hanuk-
kah Book Club 2007. The book talks about 
the three different kinds of  anxiety: anxiety 
of  fate and death, anxiety of  emptiness and 
meaninglessness, and anxiety of  guilt and 
condemnation. Just reading about the types 
of  anxiety makes me feel anxious. It seems 
like it might be an interesting book, but I’ll 
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probably never read it so will see if  Alyse 
wants it. GA

Wonderful Wonderful Times 
by Elfriede Jelinek
I heard on the radio that a Marxist feminist 
with a dark streak had won the Nobel Prize 
for literature and I was psyched. Went out 
and bought a bunch of  her books including 
this one. Between pages 8 and 9 is a “One 
Less Prius” sticker. Between pages 88 and 
89 is a clipping from Vanity Fair about Pee 
Wee Herman’s plans to perform live, and 
between pages 162 and 163 is a love letter. 
The book is about a group of  teenagers in 
Austria, I read it but I can’t remember it 
well. I think it was pretty good. K

Freddy and Fredericka 
by Mark Helprin
2008 Hanukkah Book Club from Kaya 
to Louis. Review on the back from People 
Magazine uses both the words “rollicking” 
and “heart-warming” which makes me 
think it’s not my kind of  book. I’ll see if  
Louis wants it. GA

Art After Modernism: Rethinking Repre-
sentation 
edited by Brian Wallis
This book blew my mind when I first got it. 
I had no idea that such ideas existed. This 
was the first collection of  theoretical essays 
relating to art that I’d ever seen. Includes 
Walter Benjamin, Lucy Lippard, Baudril-
lard, Foucault, Barthes, etc. A heavy hitting 
tome of  ideas. I think I got it when I was at 
RIT, around 1989, when I was just starting 
to understand that art had the possibility to 
be expansive, perverse, rigorous, and open-
ended. K

Blood in the Face 
by James Ridgeway
1990 book about far right, racist, white 
power, and skinhead culture in the United 
States. Lots of  pictures and artwork of  and 
from Scary America. A Polaroid photo of  
a handgun is tucked between pages 36 and 
37. Looks like maybe a picture from a prop-
house? K

The Bathroom The Kitchen and the Aes-
thetics of Waste: A Process of Elimination
by Ellen Lupton and J. Abbott Miller
Pictures of  old commodes and old coun-
tertops and the idea that we might not shit 
exactly where we eat, but that the types of  
places we do these things are very similar. 
Old advertisements and a lot of  old engrav-
ing. Might be good to keep around for clip 
art.  K

Lord of the Logos 
by Christophe Szpajdel
Inspiring collection of  metal band logos in 
nearly unreadable fonts. Stylistically they 
range from Art Nouveau to tree branches to 
butterflies and moths to sword blades. They 
all look so good. K

Leave Any Information at the Signal 
by Ed Ruscha, edited by Alexandra Schwartz
A bunch of  writing by and interviews with 
Ed Ruscha. I have only read a bit of  this 

book, but it looks like it has some interesting 
stuff  in it. A lot of  people have asked him a 
lot of  questions, that’s for sure. K

Extinction 
by Thomas Bernhard, 1995
I remember being surprised by the ending 
of  this book, but don’t remember why. It’s 
Bernhard’s last novel, published in English 6 
years after he died. Starting to read a Bern-
hard book feels like jumping off  the highest 
diving board in the pool, but once you get 
in, the water feels great. K

Selected Short Stories 
of Franz Kafka 
A very small hardback book of  shorts stories. 
It’s a great size to carry on a train or bus, the 
aspect ratio of  the rectangular cover is just 
right, seems familiar like a film format, but 
I’m not sure which one. A bit longer than 
4x5 but not as narrow as 35mm. It’s a nice 
book to have around. I’ve read some of  the 
stories in here, but I don’t think I read them 
in this book. Kafka is not rare to find. Prob-
ably free online, but what happens when the 
internet shuts down? We’ll all need Kafka 
then, so probably best to keep this book on 
the shelf. K

Anna Karenina 
by Leo Tolstoy
I know I got pretty far into this book but 
didn’t finish it. There is a bookmark between 
pages 348 and 349; perhaps that’s where I 
stopped. It’s a folded over magazine page 
showing purple trilium. Between page 622 
and 623 is a picture of  my mother flanked by 
Snow White and one of  the seven dwarves. 
Between page 738 and 739 is a dried white 
flower. Tucked into the back cover are 5 
postcards from the Pacific Northwest. One 
is written to Jane Mecklenburg and has a 15 
cent stamp on it, but an incomplete address. 
It reads “This morning we went to show the 
county dogcatcher 34 dead sheep in some 
field at 7 a.m. Now we’re just leaving Mt. 
Hood on our way to the hot springs. I won’t 
be in Riverwoods ‘til Thanksgiving. Love, 
Lisa.” K

The Left Hand of Darkness 
by Ursula K. Le Guin
I bought this book fairly recently because 
I’d heard that Ursula Le Guin was toppling 
the typical constructs of  science fiction and 
also a big atheist. Although maybe some of  
the ideas in this book could be construed as 
radical, I still didn’t like it. It didn’t blow my 
mind and I didn’t finish reading it. GA

The Autobiography of Malcolm X
by Malcolm X
Maybe I read this book when I visited Eu-
rope for the first time. Inside is a London 
Transport photocard, an Orange Card 
from Paris, and several train tickets, all from 
1985. K

England, England 
by Julian Barnes
2010 Hanukkah Book Club book from Alice 
to me. I haven’t read it. Frankly it does not 
look appealing. GA

Swann’s Way 
by Marcel Proust
Got pretty far into this book when travel-
ing in Thailand. Loved reading about long 
walks in the French countryside while sweat-
ing at a wooden table sipping a cold Coke. It 
is a transportational text in the very best of  
ways, but when the tsunami hit everything 
got complicated and suddenly the boy in 
France could no longer be accessed, there 
was just too much going on and sinking into 
Proust just wasn’t an option. K

Vanishing Point: How to disappear in 
America without a trace
This small book is printed with purple ink 
and gives hints about how not to be found. 
It’s an edited collection of  texts anonymous-
ly uploaded to a website, and it includes 
both practical and poetic tips ranging from 
instructions for destroying a car to admoni-
tions about leaving behind traces of  blood 
and skin. “Spill your blood and you’ve left a 
clue you can’t retract at any cost.” Hiding is 
complicated. K

Helter Skelter 
by Vincent Bugliosi
I read this book in grade school, well before 
I had any idea I’d end up in Los Angeles. I 
don’t know where I got it or why. Probably 
something from the Brandeis Book Sale, a 
yearly event in a big tent outside the Old 
Orchard Mall in Skokie, where over the 
years I got a lot of  mindfuck books for un-
der a dollar. Helter Skelter is spooky, and 
it didn’t quite seem real, but I remember 
poring over the photographs in the center 
of  the book, trying to make the unreal into 
something tangible. The small black and 
white images have silhouettes of  the victims 
with descriptions of  the murders, and I can 
only imagine what the writing on the wall 
must have looked like. K

Andersen’s Fairy Tales 
by Hans Christian Andersen
I had two books of  fairy tales when I was a 
kid. One was Andersen’s and the other was 
Grimm’s. I preferred the darkness of  Ander-
sen to the fantasy of  Grimm. Much more 
melancholy and creepy, more evil in the 
world. Inside the book is a old photograph 
of  me wearing a dog collar and a shirt with 
an upturned collar looking very cheerful and 
two medium format photographs of  road-
side signs of  bible verses that I made with 
a Rollieflex. On the backs of  the photos are 
notations about the f-stop and amount of  
time the images were exposed when print-
ing. K

Gargantua and Pantagruel 
by Rabelais
I bought this book for some class at B.U. In-
side the back cover is a note about the pro-
fessor’s office hours. I doubt I went. I don’t 
think I ever read the book, but I often see 
it referenced so kept it on the shelf  all this 
time. Maybe it’s time to crack it open. K

Fletcher and Zenobia Save the Circus 
by Edward Gorey with illustrations by Victoria 
Chess
This book was published in 1971 and judg-
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ing from the way my name is written inside, 
I suspect I got it when it first came out. Per-
haps it’s from Sarada? I don’t remember this 
book well, but it smells like the house I grew 
up in. Definitely tough to get rid of  some-
thing I’ve had for 40 years. K

Millions of Cats 
by Wanda Gag
I think I bought this at a library sale long 
ago. It’s in terrible shape but I love the il-
lustrations and of  course I am crazy about 
cats. K

The Official Rocky Horror Picture Show 
Movie Novel
For my fifteenth birthday, I went with all my 
friends, all dressed up, to see Rocky Horror 
Picture Show. We wore fishnets and sang 
along to “Sweet Transvestite” and I guess 
everyone’s parents were OK with it and 
someone brought me this book. It’s kind of  
the children’s book version of  the film, with 
tons of  pictures and some simple plot and 
dialog. K

Steven Caney’s Toy Book
Steven Caney’s Play Book
Full of  amazing cool things to do in the 
Seventies when you are a child, which I 
was. How to build a house of  cards, how to 
make a pickle sandwich, make godseyes and 
clothespin wrestlers. Full of  black and white 
photographs of  children playing, growing 
houseplants, blowing bubbles, and wearing 
cardboard mustaches. Nice bold title font 
and good use of  depth of  field in images. 
Both of  these books are winners. K

Lust 
by Elfriede Jelinek
Another violent and wrong book. Probably 
worth a reread since I don’t remember it. 
Inside is a conceptual art piece. I’m not sure 
who made it. Kiersten maybe? K

Sober Living for the Revolution 
edited by Gabriel Kuhn
I was excited when this book first came out 
but I haven’t read it yet. It’s got interviews 
with straight edge bands plus essays about 
various aspects of  straight edge. The layout 
is super ugly but I’m interested in the con-
tent. I was straight edge for like five minutes 
in the eighties and I know a lot of  people in 
AA. K

Two Thirteen Sixty One
Polio Flesh
by Henry Rollins
Two books of  poetry, all in capital letters. Po-
lio Flesh is on pink paper. I saw Rollins read 
poetry when I first moved to Boston, back 
in the eighties. I remember being surprised; 
he showed up with a shaved head and he 
was super intense. I got these books in Los 
Angeles, used. Two Thirteen Sixty One has 
a dedication to it that reads, “Michelle, This 
is a first printing of  my first book. One of  
the 4 that I own. You are worth it. You’re 
great. ‘Keep on pushing straight ahead’ - J 
Hendrix - Henry, 2-13-61”  Who is Michelle 
and why did she get rid of  such a special 
gift? I’m not! K

Hard Core 
by Linda Williams
A theory book about porn. Can’t remember 
if  I got it in grad school or while I was re-
viewing porn. In the front is a yellow piece 
of  paper with Mike Kelley’s phone number, 
someone named Glenn’s phone number 
and “$208 + tax.” On page 50, a passage 
is post-it flagged and marked “Hard core 
desires assurance that it is witnessing not 
the voluntary performance of  feminine 
pleasure, but its involuntary confession.” 
Between pages 232 and 233 are two photo-
graphs of  me. I’m standing on a rock in one, 
and the other is an upskirt photograph of  
me wearing a blue dress and white panties. 
It was the dress I was wearing when the pit 
bull bit me, but in this photograph my legs 
appear unscarred so it must have been taken 
before that incident. 

Artaud Anthology 
Edited by Jack Hirschman
A selection of  rants, poems, letters, essays, 
etc. Some crazy language, both inspiring 
and tedious.K 

Slouching Towards Bethlehem 
by Joan Didion
I read a bunch of  her books when I first 
moved to LA; then I loaned them to a friend 
who never gave them back, so I ended up 
re-buying a few including this one. Classic 
essays about California way back when, 
plus some others, including “On Keeping a 
Notebook,” which I remember being a great 
window into the head of  an artist. Probably 
should reread it. I’m always on the lookout 
for the essay that talks beautifully about 
driving on the freeway, but I don’t think it’s 
in here, might actually be from a novel. Pag-
es 71-74 are held together by a bobby pin. K
 
Die Struwwelliese 
by Cilly Schmitt-Treichmann
This is a German children’s book given to 
me as a gift. I was told that the title means 
“Messy Lisa” and that she is a popular char-
acter. She is shown in tattered clothing be-
ing generally messy and getting into crazy 
situations. She cuts her down duvet with 
a scissors, making feathers into a “snow-
storm,” then hops on the bed while wear-
ing her skis. She electrocutes herself, gets 
run over by a car, and spills ink on herself. I 
can see why someone thought of  me when 
they saw the book. Inside the book is tucked 
a photograph of  a woman covered in what 
looks like chocolate from Photoset #567 by 
Rob Blaine of  Messy Fun. K

Soapmaking A Magickal Guide 
by Alicia Gros
Recipes for soaps by seasons, holidays, and 
special occasions are detailed in this book 
for the wiccan or pagan or WP-curious 
soapmaker. Also includes some prayers and 
general information about ingredients. If  
you were ever wondering what kind of  soap 
to make for Beltane (for example), this book 
is an invaluable resource. Includes receipt 
from Chapters Bookstore in Guelph Ontar-
io, purchased on Louis’ birthday, 8/8/04 K

Of Walking in Ice 
by Werner Herzog
A document of  a walk from Munich to Paris 
over three weeks in the winter of  1974 told 
in Herzog’s familiar melodramatic dead-
pan. It was a cold few weeks and a long walk 
and the stories are riveting. Herzog breaks 
into summer cottages, steals booze, and gets 
lonely. I lent a copy of  this book to Morgan, 
who walked from Mexico north almost to 
Canada (he made it within a few miles of  
the border, but the snow was too deep to go 
further). He had it for awhile, then sent me 
a new copy of  the book after he claimed to 
have dirtied the copy I’d lent him. The cov-
ers of  the book are a textured white, easy to 
get dirty, and my current copy is now a bit 
dented and has some spots on it. K

The Story of Crass 
by George Berger
I just don’t know enough about Crass so got 
this book, which I haven’t yet read. K

Poppa John 
by Larry Woiwode
I borrowed this book from Aunt Alice. In-
side is a list of  books I borrowed dated May, 
2005. I’m not sure if  I ever returned any of  
them. I think I started reading this book, but 
I don’t remember. It looks kind of  interest-
ing, maybe I should give it another chance. 
K

The Fortress of Solitude 
by Jonathan Lethem
I’m not sure why I have a hardback copy of  
this book. I must have been pretty excited 
about getting it right when it came out, but 
it is unclear why. I read the whole thing and 
I remember liking the beginning of  it, but 
then getting restless at one point. Maybe 
it got weird? I don’t remember. If  anyone 
wants to read it, this copy is up for grabs. 
GA

Dada, Surrealism and Their Heritage 
by William S Rubin
I thought I had my mother’s copy of  this 
book, but when I visited her recently, she 
had a copy at her house which made me 
confused. Mystery solved when I opened 
the book, in my grandmother’s handwriting 
is her last name and address. It’s a MOMA 
catalog from 1968, obviously very popular 
in my family, and what is inside is what the 
title implies. This book appears to have been 
dropped. The upper right corner is dented 
and the dent carries through every page. K

Glamorama 
by Bret Easton Ellis
I mail-ordered this book from the Strand 
in NY before it was “officially” released be-
cause I wanted to read it while on a vacation 
in Mexico with my family. I spent a week on 
the beach in a bikini devouring it and I don’t 
remember anything about it. That was the 
only time I’ve ever spent a week in a bikini 
doing anything. K

American Fascists: The Christian Right and 
the War on America 
by Chris Hedges
Not sure why I got this book, seems like 

-
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preaching to the converted. It basically just 
made me upset to read it. It’s about the 
strategies and ideas of  the insane. A real 
blood boiler. There is a tract tucked inside 
from the Freedom From Religion Founda-
tion called “What They Said About Reli-
gion.” GA

A Thousand Plateaus: Capitalism and 
Schizophrenia 
by Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari
When I was in grad school, I was embar-
rassed to be reading the same thing ev-
eryone else was reading, so I covered this 
book with a plain manilla cover and wrote 
“HUCK FINN” on it. The book made 
absolutely no sense to me then, but at one 
point I just started randomly reading pas-
sages while I was in the bathtub and then 
it worked as a kind of  flint, starting various 
fires in my head. Which maybe is the most 
practical way to use a book like this. Inside 
is a short story I wrote about cannibalism. 
It’s in a terrible serif  font and there are a few 
edits written in. K

Direct Action 
by David Graeber
Aunt Alice gave me this book after we talked 
about David Graeber’s work. My aunt is an 
anthropologist. The book is a very detailed 
look at activist culture. It’s 568 pages long, 
and so overwhelming that I haven’t opened 
it. 

We Tell Ourselves Stories in Order to Live 
selected nonfiction by Joan Didion
I love the title of  this book, it’s the first line 
in the first essay in “The White Album,” and 
it’s such a true statement for me and also 
one that makes me think it’s OK to be an 
artist, it’s fine to tell stories because stories 
are as important as blood and food. Reading 
her writing always makes me either want a 
cocktail or feel like I’ve just had one. This 
book is a great collection to take on vacation 
or just to keep bedside in case you want a 
dose of  California. K

Farm Poultry: A Popular Sketch of Domes-
tic Fowls for the Farmer and Amateur 
by George C. Watson
This is a really beautiful book about keeping 
chickens from 1912. There are illustrations 
of  many breeds, diagrams of  how to con-
struct coops, chicken houses, and brooders, 
and much information about diseases that 
might affect fowl. I don’t think I’ll ever have 
chickens, but it’s a nice book anyhow. K

Marinetti Selected Writings 
edited by R.W. Flint
Collected manifestos and writings of  Filip-
po Tommaso Marinetti. This book blew my 
mind when I first read it. I loved the fervor 
and pomp and the idea of  murdering the 
moonshine. There is a list tucked inside 
this book, as well as a bookmark at “Elec-
trical War.” In “Marriage and the Family,” 
Marinetti writes, “the family of  marriage-
without-divorce is absurd, harmful, and 
prehistoric. Almost always a prison. Often 
a Bedouin tent covering a mixture of  old 
invalids, women, babies, pigs, asses, camels, 
hens, and filth.” K

Retour a Paris 
by Daniel Quesney
This book pair photographs of  Paris from 
1900 with contemporary images of  the 
same places. Overwhelmingly, Paris looks 
the same except the cars are different and 
the people aren’t dressed as well. I’m not 
sure where this book came from, there is 
a postcard inside from a show curated by 
Aleksandra, so maybe she gave it to me. The 
price on the back is in euros, so I think it was 
purchased in Europe. GA

A Field Guide to Getting Lost 
by Rebecca Solnit
This is a book about wandering around and 
getting lost. I like her writing and ideas. I’m 
not sure what’s better: getting lost or reading 
about getting lost. K

The Originality of the Avant-Garde and 
Other Modernist Myths 
by Rosalind E Krauss
There is a really disturbing photograph on 
the cover of  this book that looks like either a 
thumb or a toe. Lots of  interesting illustra-
tions in here, along with 15 essays. I’m pret-
ty sure I read the ones about photography, 
either in here or reprinted somewhere else, 
but since I don’t remember them, I guess 
they didn’t change my life. Will bring this 
book to the office. K

Lords of Chaos: The Bloody Rise of the Sa-
tanic Metal Underground 
by Michael Moynihan and Didrik Søderlind
Mind-blowing book about the church-burn-
ing Black Metal dudes of  Norway. The first 
time I read this I was so totally psyched. 
Lots of  photographs of  super dorky corpse 
painted musicians trying to look evil. Pret-
ty interesting stories of  bored teenagers in 
Norway, there is a lot of  darkness there. K

The Philosophy of Andy Warhol 
by Andy Warhol
Stories and anecdotes about life, love, art, 
fame, etc that magnify ideas of  the impor-
tance of  the everyday.  A small scrap of  pa-
per is lodged between pages 178 and 179, in 
the chapter entitled “Art.” A good book to 
pick up for a chapter or two. Readable, fun-
ny, and good insights into Warhol’s head. K

Believer Book of Writers Talking to Writ-
ers
edited by Vendela Vida
This book I got in the mail for free when I 
subscribed to The Believer long ago. I rarely 
read interviews with people I have never 
heard of, so I haven’t read much of  this 
book. Sometimes people you’ve never heard 
of  become people that you have heard of  at 
some point, and today when looking at the 
cover I noticed that there was an interview 
with Francisco Goldman, whom I saw read 
at the LA Public Library last night and had 
previously been unaware of. He read from 
his book about his wife who had died in a 
surfing incident, and it was a bit uncomfort-
able and a downer, to say the least. I looked 
at the interview in this book, which came 
out in 2005, and without the weight of  a 
new book about a dead wife, he seemed to 

have a lightness that I couldn’t have imag-
ined. I was glad to see this snapshot from 
before his life fell apart.  K

The Bad Beginning 
by Lemony Snicket
Sharon gave me this book for Hannukkah 
one year. It’s a children’s book that seems to 
also be for adults. K

The Collected Stories of Eudora Welty
A beautiful book of  languid Southern prose. 
Of  course I don’t remember anything spe-
cific about any of  these stories but I re-
member the feeling of  summer somehow. 
Between 224 and 225 is an exhibition guide 
from DIA for the Gerhard Richter “Atlas” 
show in 1996. K

Dancin’ in the Streets! Anarchists, IWWs, 
Surrealists, Situationists & Provos in the 
1960s as recorded in the pages of The Rebel 
Worker and Heatwave, 
Edited with Introductions by Franklin Rosemont & 
Charles Radcliffe.
The Rebel Worker was a photocopied publi-
cation from the mid-sixties, and this book is 
a compilation of  articles and drawings from 
it. Totally lively and exciting writing. Sto-
ries, letters, manifestos, pleas, ruminations 
and reflections mostly center on the subject 
of  work. The cover images and illustrations 
are also super inspiring. Between pages 224 
and 225 is an unopened envelope addressed 
to me that says “Expiration Notice!” but I 
don’t know what magazine it refers to. K

Fischli Weiss: Flowers & Questions, A Ret-
rospective
Short personal essays about various Fischli 
Weiss projects. John Waters writes super 
eloquently about the images of  airports and 
Max Wechsler contributes a piece about 
cats. Lots of  great images of  the work and 
the casual tone of  the essays fits nicely with 
the playfulness of  the practice. K

City of Quartz 
by Mike Davis
This seminal book about Los Angeles came 
out just before I moved here. Dan gave me 
this hardcover copy on my birthday in 1991. 
The inscription reads, “Happy Birthday and 
thank you for coming with me.” This is the 
first book I’d ever read about Los Angeles, 
and a great introduction to the area. I’ve re-
read various chapters since I’ve been here, 
and always find something new and amaz-
ing out about the city. K

Manual for Revolutionary Leaders 
by Michael Velli
This book, published by Black & Red in 
Detroit, 1974, is a strange how-to book full 
of  amazing illustrations and rambling text. 
The majority of  the book is the chapter en-
titled “Seizing State Power.” There is a lot 
of  interesting advice in here and seems to be 
a section devoted to cooking and prepara-
tion of  food. How does individual rebellion 
become revolution? This book tells how. K

Dreams from My Father 
by Barack Obama
Hanukkah Book Club 2008, from Grama. 



7

I think I only got to page 202 since that’s 
where the bookmark is. 

Kingdom Coming: The Rise of Christian 
Nationalism 
by Michelle Goldberg
It’s important to know how the enemy 
works, but also depressing and scary. This 
book is a fascinating window into the ma-
chine of  the Christian Right. Those people 
are nuts! Between pages 136 and 137 is  flyer 
from the Vancouver Art Hop. There is a pic-
ture of  me on there which was sort of  sur-
prising to see when I pulled the flyer out. I 
almost didn’t recognize myself. K

Boredom:  The Literary History of a State 
of Mind 
by Patricia Meyer Spacks
I think I got this book when I was in grad 
school and newly interested in the idea that 
boredom can be a breeding ground for in-
novation. I can’t remember any of  the 
chapters in particular, but titles like “The 
Consciousness of  the Dull” and “Cultural 
Miasma: Postmodern Enlargements of  
Boredom” are definitely promising. K

Sex Work: Writings by Women in the Sex 
Industry, Edited 
by Frédériqe Delacoste & Priscilla Alexander
Probably got this book when I was writing a 
story for Skiing Magazine about prostitutes 
in ski towns. This collection of  personal sto-
ries and essays aims to humanize sex work 
and to talk about the rights of  those who 
work in the industry. GA

Covering: The Hidden Assault on Our Civil 
Rights 
by Kenji Yoshino
This was the First Year Book at Pomona the 
year I started, but I didn’t read it. I think 
it’s about a gay Asian American person who 
choses to “cover” their identity. GA

My Friendly Giraffe: Your Personal Story 
by the Magic Computer
This awesome book from 1972 took ad-
vantage of  magic computer technologies to 
produce a book especially for me. Sprinkled 
throughout the text is my name, the name 
of  my cat, street and town, and other iden-
tifying characteristics. The font is straight 
up typewriter font, right from a computer 
printer. It was given to me by Aunt Sarada 
and Uncle Stuart. Pretty cool! K

How to Argue with Obnoxious Christians 
Using the Bible as a Weapon 
by George B Woods
Small booklet printed on newsprint explains 
some strategies for dealing with Obnox-
ious Christians. Nice cartoons sprinkled 
throughout. I think someone’s boyfriend 
made this book, but can’t remember whose. 
Tina Marrin? K

Cleo Catra’s Riddle Book 
by Ann Bishop
A long note from my grandmother writ-
ten in the front on June 27, 1984  tells of  
a power outage in her building. The eleva-
tors were not working and it sounds like my 
grandfather was getting really antsy waiting 

for them to start again. She tells me that a 
neighbor, Mickey Stieger, came out in a red 
and black terry robe with an electric coffee 
pot to see if  the outlet in the hallway was 
working. It wasn’t. From the note, I gather 
she sent this book of  cat riddles to me at 
summer camp, probably Camp Winding 
Gap. K

The Velveteen Rabbit 
by Margery Williams
This is the saddest children’s book ever writ-
ten. K

The Owl and the Pussycat 
by Edward Lear
I love this poem, I know most of  it by heart, 
and I always wondered what a bong-tree 
might be. The book was given to me by 
John Hudson in 1971. He worked with my 
dad and lived in a musty house with a lot of  
books and a piano. He was tall. I learned 
about British currency from this book, 
which tells of  money wrapped up in a five 
pound note. “Oh pussy Oh pussy Oh pussy 
my love, what a beautiful pussy you are, you 
are, what a beautiful pussy you are.” Did 
“pussy” have the same connotations when 
this book was written as it does now? K

German Home Cooking, 
compiled in the testing kitchen of Dr. August 
Oetker Bielefeld
I don’t think I’ll ever use this cookbook, 
which is a collection of  recipes for German 
foods like fried kidneys and tongue ragout. 
The pictures of  the foods are beautiful in a 
disgusting way, but I’ll see if  Susan can use 
the book. I don’t think it will be consulted 
often or ever in this vegetarian household. 
GA

The Way We Eat and Why Our Food 
Choices Matter 
by Peter Singer and Jim Mason 
Preaching to the converted about making 
conscious and rational decisions about eat-
ing in terms of  larger ethical concerns. It’s 
a really interesting book and probably time 
to pass it on to someone who is still buy-
ing giant bags of  skinless chicken breasts at 
Costco, thinking that chicken is somehow a 
vegetable. GA

The Tunnel 
by William H. Gass
This 652 page novel was a gift and I never 
read it. It’s very long and sounds vaguely 
postmodern. Maybe it’s good? K

Slaves to Fashion: Poverty and Abuse in the 
New Sweatshops 
by Robert J.S. Ross
This is a book about sweatshops. I think I 
read another one from the library about 
sweatshops in Los Angeles, which was really 
interesting and changed the way I looked at 
buildings from my bicycle downtown. But 
I’m pretty sure it was a different book than 
this one, which looks like I got about half-
way through. Maybe I’m conflating the two 
books. K 

The Norton Anthology of American Litera-
ture, Second Edition

A classic collection of  literature. I somehow 
never got a copy when I was in college and 
at some point a group of  friends decided to 
start a Norton Anthology book club, which 
is why I have this book. I don’t think we got 
very far. There are some post-it notes near 
the beginning but they don’t go all the way 
through. I can’t even remember who was in 
the book club. Do I really need this book? 
GA

Confederates in the Attic: Dispatches from 
the Unfinished Civil War 
by Tony Horwitz
This is a super interesting book about Civil 
War re-enactors, including the “hardcore” 
variety who shun all modern conveniences 
(as they should) when doing a re-enactment. 
Other participants stay in RVs and drink 
Cokes.  I learned so much from reading this 
book and was inspired to do some re-enact-
ments of  my own, so I made some flannel 
pajamas using authentic Civil War infantry 
patterns. Tucked inside the front cover of  
this book is a map of  Civil War battlefields. 
K

Holy Land: A Suburban Memoir 
by D.J. Waldie
A poetic account of  growing up in an LA 
suburb back in the glory days of  suburbia. 
Very short chapters and succinct prose. K

Crash 
by Iain Sinclair
This book was a gift, but I can’t remem-
ber who gave it to me. It’s a book about 
the movie Crash, the one directed by Da-
vid Cronenberg. There is a hot picture on 
the cover of  James Spader looking into the 
rear-view mirror. It’s an interesting discus-
sion about the film, but I think I only got to 
page 46, because that’s where the boarding 
pass for a flight from Burbank to Denver on 
April 1 is lodged. I don’t know what year. At 
the end of  the book is a boarding pass for a 
flight from Denver to Aspen, also on April 
1. Tucked into the back cover is a copy of  
Fritz Haeg’s Edible Estates pamphlet from 
Kansas. The movie Crash is one of  my fa-
vorites. K

Sophie Calle: The Reader
I got this book in London last summer. 
Thought it might have some essays that 
would be good for students to read. I haven’t 
looked at it yet, but it seems promising. Stu-
dents love Sophie Calle. K

The Artist’s Joke 
by Jennifer Higgie
This book is part of  a series published by 
Whitechapel that investigate various artistic 
themes. It was given to me as a gift from a 
friend in San Francisco. It’s a good book of  
short pieces by various artists that are fun-
ny, and there is a coffee stain on the cover 
that trails down the inside edge of  the book, 
leaving a mark on every page. K 

The Jeff Koons Handbook 
A very small book of  photographs of  Koons’ 
sculptures from 1992. Even though it’s pret-
ty old at this point, it’s really all you need. K

-
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White Trash: Race and Class in America 
by Matt Wray and Annalee Newitz
My mother would not let me use the phrase 
“white trash” when I was young as it was not 
a term used by polite people, so of  course 
I was curious about this mysterious demo-
graphic. This collection of  essays about race 
and class ranges from trailer parks to Elvis 
Presley. K

Reader’s Digest Complete Guide to 
Needlework
Basic introduction and instructions for all 
kinds of  needlework. There is a post-it note 
on the page showing reverse applique. It’s a 
technique I don’t think I’ve ever attempted, 
though I am a big fan of  applique. Good 
book in case I am ever curious about how 
to do something new, though the internet is 
also really helpful in that regard.

Knitting is an Adventure 
by James Norbury
Subtitled “A knitting book for the fashion-
conscious,” this book has always smelled 
weird. Reminds me of  biology class, some-
thing to do with the petri dishes I think. 
Dating from 1958, the book is filled with 
sweaters promising to be “chic” and the 
chapter names are upbeat and exciting, 
from “Scandinavian Holiday” to “Land of  
Smiles.” Since there are drawings and not 
photographs of  the finished designs, it’s 
tough to tell what they actually look like, 
but the author is filled with enthusiasm and 
seems to have a decent design sense so it’s 
probably worth it to knit something from 
here. The smell of  the book is a bit disturb-
ing. Purchased for 75 cents at the South Pas 
Library in 1994.

Uniforms 
by Bill Dunn
I got this book as research for the Hammer 
uniform project. It’s not the most helpful 
book but it has some good information. K

This is Knitting 
by Ethel Evans
I’m not sure where this book came from, 
though it has a price of  $3.00 written in the 
front. Has a few patterns for garments and a 
lot of  stitch patterns. I don’t think I’ve ever 
used this book. K

Knitting Around 
by Elizabeth Zimmermann
EZ is one of  my knitting heroes. This book 
(like most of  her books) combines her mus-
ings on life with her excitement for knitting. 
Some great patterns too. Makes me wish I 
lived in a colder climate when I read this 
book. I love the winter. K

Hookers, Rounders, and Desk Clerks, the 
Social Organization of the Hotel Commu-
nity 
by Robert Prus & Styllianos Irini
I must have gotten this book when I wrote 
a story for Skiing Magazine about prostitu-
tion in ski towns. Looking at this book now, 
it seems so quaint. It’s the world’s oldest pro-
fession, the particulars of  exchange haven’t 
changed but the complex coding detailed in 
this book is so pre- digital communication 

that it seems to be from a completely differ-
ent culture. Published in 1980. 30 years is a 
long time, but some things are exactly the 
same as they always have been. K

The Cyclist’s Manifesto 
by Robert Hurst
My father got me this book, which is really 
sweet. I haven’t read it. The book is subtitled 
“The Case for Riding on Two Wheels in-
stead of  Four” and I’m not sure I need to 
read that case. I’m pretty much convinced 
already. K

The Business of Charity: The Woman’s Ex-
change Movement 1832-1900 
by Kathleen Waters Sander
I had never heard about this chapter of  
women’s labor history until I found this 
book. I bought it somewhere east, either 
Baltimore or Philadelphia, I don’t remem-
ber which. Women’s exchanges were a ven-
ue for selling hand-crafted goods on con-
signment. K

High Risk 
Edited by Amy Scholder and Ira Silverberg
I got this book soon after moving to Los An-
geles and it introduced me to a lot of  fucked 
up and wrong writing. I wonder if  there is 
a contemporary version of  this book. Who 
would be in it? K

The Los Angeles River 
by Blake Gumprecht
Alice and John gave me this book for Han-
nukkah in 2001 and there is a card tucked 
inside. The card says that the writer is on 
their faculty, and the book seems to be signed 
by him, even though the signature is unread-
able. I haven’t read this book, which seems 
super fascinating as a history of  Los Ange-
les, water, and the river. I now live very close 
to the river and see and cross the bridges 
often and I will spend some time with this 
book, perhaps sitting on the banks with it. K

The Marquis de Sade: A Definitive Biogra-
phy 
by Gilbert Lély
The price tag on the cover of  this 1961 book 
says “50¢. Even though it says it’s a defini-
tive book, I think it might not be. I have nev-
er read it. Likely it’s good enough.  Could 
anything earth-shattering have been discov-
ered about the Marquis de Sade between 
the time this book was written in 1961 and 
now? K

David Leavitt Collected Stories
Between pages 268 and 269 is a postcard 
postmarked December 22, 1912 and 4 pho-
tographs by Daniel Marlos from his “Time-
line” project. 2 are black and white prints 
and 2 are color. The postcard was sent from 
Spencer, South Dakota to Trenton, Iowa. 
The “Timeline” photographs represent the 
years 1970, 1997, 1961 and 1988. I don’t 
remember any of  the stories in the book. K

Highland Dress 
by George F. Collie
This 1948 book of  Scottish traditional dress 
has some beautiful color drawings of  men 
and a few women of  various clans wearing 

kilts, sashes, and other finery. In many of  
the drawings, the men are holding weapons. 
In one drawing, a man holds a fishing pole. 
Another features a man using a shovel. Ev-
eryone looks pretty cozy in their tartans. K

Ritual of the Degrees of Love, Purity and 
Fidelity of the Templars of Honor and 
Temperance  
Published by Authority of the Supreme Council 
1877
This book contains very secret information. 
K

Acme Journal Volume 1 Number 3
Published by New York Foundation for the 
Arts and includes a lot of  really interesting 
essays on the theme of  “Cultural Permis-
sions.” It’s from 1994. Also some of  what 
appears to be “creative” writing and much 
critique about the art system. GA

Eva Hesse Spectres 1960
Catalogue from a show that traveled to the 
Hammer last year. Paintings from 1960, 
mostly figurative. These paintings are not 
for me, but I’ll bring it to the office and 
maybe a student who is painting will appre-
ciate it. Better yet, I’ll give it to the painting 
professor if  he wants it. GA

Biennial
Whitney Biennial catalogue from 1991. It’s 
a book of  the super-familiar and the ob-
scure. I think that a lot of  these artists were 
already sensations by the time of  this Bien-
nial, seems like a lot of  established artists 
(Rauschenberg, Twombly, Salle, Schnabel, 
Fischl). Remember Cady Noland and that 
whole genre of  scatter art or whatever it was 
called? She’s in there. Also Sally Mann and 
John Coplans and Cindy Sherman doing 
some photos. I think this show was probably 
the first time I got free candy from a Felix 
Gonzales Torres piece. Interesting book as 
a snapshot of  a particular time through the 
lens of  a traditionally influential exhibition, 
time to let someone else be amazed by the 
follies of  the art world. GA

The Sound of Waves
by Yukio Mishima
1956 Japanese novelette about a romance 
between a young fisherman and a diver on 
an island. Interfering with their love: family, 
other suitors, poverty, etc. Read it in Illinois 
and the brittle cover broke off  in pieces in 
my hands. Now it looks like it’s been nibbled 
by a shark. The cover is ready to fall off  but 
still hangs on by a few holdout paper fibers. 
Includes a boarding pass from American 
Airlines. K

Mini London AZ
Small mapbook of  London. Not sure when 
it is from, but London doesn’t change very 
much so it’s probably OK. Kinghorn Street 
on page 39 has a pink highlighter mark on 
it. It’s where Shane works. K

The Second Sex 
by Simone de Beauvoir
689 pages about the nature and culture of  
women, given to me by Grandma Gert in 
the 2007 Hannukkah Book Exchange. A 
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1. Postcard from The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood  by Howard Pyle
2. Photograph of Grama Gert from Fanny Hill: Memoirs of a Woman of Pleasure by John Cleland3. Pressed trillium from Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy
4.Timeline photographs by Daniel Marlos from David Leavitt Collected Stories by David Leavitt5. Advertisement from Silent Spring by Rachel Carson
6. Photograph from Andersen’s Fairy Tales by Hans Christian Andersen
7. Canadian money from The Blurring of Art and Life by Allan Kaprow
8. Occidental College bookstore receipt from The Broom of the System by David Foster Wallace9. Phone numbers from Die Struwwelliese by Cilly Schmitt-Treichmann
10. Photograph from Psychopathia Sexualis11. Lithograph by Wendy Moore from The Au-tobiography of Malcolm X, 1964 12. Photocard  from The Autobiography of Malcolm X, 1964 

 13. Eurorail pass from The Autobiography of Malcolm X, 1964 
14. One Less Prius from Wonderful Wonderful Times by Elfriede Jelinek
15. Photograph from Hard Core by Linda Williams 16. $50 Bill from Women Artists 17. Magazine clipping from Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy
18. Vocabulary card from Poems and Prose by Christina Rossetti
19. Log postcard from Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy 
20.  What is a Trilobite? from Cowboy Slang by Edgar R. “Frosty” Potter
21. Boarding pass from The Sound of Waves by Yukio Mishima
22. Postcard from Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy23. Photo from Andersen’s Fairy Tales by Hans Christian Andersen
24. Polaroid of Jeni from Girl Goddess #925. Note from Foxfire 2 Edited by Eliot Wigginton 26. Note from Life is Like a Chicken Coop Lad-der by Alan Dundes
27. Illustration from Masochism by Gilles Deleuze and Leopold Sacher-Masoch
28. PeeWee Herman clipping from Wonderful Wonderful Times by Elfriede Jelinek29. Polaroid from Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy30. Polaroid from The Portable Edgar Allan Poe by Edgar Allan Poe

31. Bookmark from The Hodgepodge Book col-lected by Durncan Emrich

IN
 T

H
E 

BO
O

K
S 

O
N

 T
H

E 
BO

O
K

SH
EL

F



10

page I randomly flipped to was about girls 
who eat salt and lemon to make their pe-
riods disappear when they are going to the 
ball. Another page had a quote from an-
other writer that said that a woman without 
a master is like a scattered bouquet. Maybe 
that’s my problem. K

Laboratorio Saccardi
Book of  work by badass smartass Italian art-
ist group. It was given to me by the artists 
when I met them in Palermo with Aleksan-
dra. Images include many of  blood and dis-
memberment and vomit. Text in Italian. It’s 
signed in the front. One word is unreadable 
and below it says, “I love Cinelli.”K

Silent Spring 
by Rachel Carson
Alarming 1962 book about the state of  the 
earth and our destruction of  it. Seems the 
world is about to end with every generation. 
We’re pretty fucked and we have been for a 
long time. K

Cowboy Slang 
by Edgar R. “Frosty” Potter
This book has more metaphors and phrases 
than what I would thing of  as “slang.” Not so 
many individual terms for things, but longer 
strings of  words that define various concepts 
in cowboy life. For instance, under “worth-
less” is the phrase “His family tree wasn’t no 
more better than a shrub.” In addition, this 
book has some handy illustrations of  various 
kinds of  barbed wire and information about 
different kinds of  horses. It’s disappointing 
for someone interested in language to see 
the translation of  one word into a longer 
grouping instead of  just learning some new 
words which is what I would have liked from 
this book. Stored in the pages is a pamphlet 
called “What is a Trilobite?” from the Black 
Hills Institute of  Geological Research in Hill 
City, South Dakota. Obviously I did not get 
it in South Dakota, since South Dakota is 
the only state I have never visited. Trilobites 
were my favorite animal when I was in ele-
mentary school. I thought they were so cool. 
This book can go, but keep the trilobite! GA

The Sex Revolts
by Simon Reynolds and Joy Press
I really liked Simon Reynolds’ book Blissed 
Out so I bought this book, but didn’t read 
the whole thing. It’s about gender in rock, 
but is a bit heavy on the psychoanalytic. 
Which is cool if  you’re into that sort of  
thing, but right now I’m just not. Inside the 
front cover are two postcards. One is a pho-
tograph of  me and a woman named Terri 
wearing bikinis and holding power drills and 
on the flipside it reads, “5 August 1997 Dear 
Lisa, I took over a month to develop the Bi-
kini Construction Worker Babes, but it was 
worth the wait. Daniel.” K

The Blurring of Art and Life 
by Allan Kaprow
Really great and influential book about the 
everyday and its relationship to art. Some 
of  the essays seem super dated and others 
are as fresh and succulent as the day they 

emerged on the planet. Definitely an A-shelf  
book, if  I had such a thing. K (of  course)

Girl Goddess #9
Inside this book is a Polaroid of  a photo-
graph taped onto a wall of  two ladies naked 
together. Below is written in Sharpie “Re-
minds me of  being 13.”  Jeni gave me this 
book of  short stories. I really need to call her 
and see how she’s doing. Haven’t seen her in 
awhile. K

We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow 
We will be Killed with Our Families: Stories 
from Rwanda
by Philip Gourevitch
I got this book when my cousin lived in 
Rwanda. It’s mostly about the genocide 
there, which makes for a book that is both 
compelling and devastating. It was really 
helpful to read this book because I remem-
ber when it was happening the news was 
hard to really understand since I never got 
any of  the background about where it came 
from. The book really tells the story from the 
start and it’s pretty unbelievable and scary 
and completely fucked up. It didn’t make 
me want to visit my cousin in Rwanda at all. 
Between pages 130 and 131 is a photograph 
of  a small plane on a landing strip and an 
orange scrap from Bally’s Las Vegas with 
handwriting on the back that says, “DEN-
NY’S 733-4316 OR JOYCE’S 733-4302 
ASK FOR RALPH.” K

Life is Like a Chicken Coop Ladder: A Study 
of German National Character Through 
Folklore 
by Alan Dundes
The first (and only) time I was in Germany I 
was really puzzled by the toilets, which had 
a shelf  built into the porcelain allowing the 
user to really get a good look at their produc-
tion before it was flushed away. I didn’t real-
ize that the shit shelf  was just a small taste 
of  a large national obsession with poop that 
is detailed in this fascinating book of  folk-
lore about the subject of  shitting. Great col-
lection of  rhymes, stories and explanations. 
Between pages 102 and 103 is a note on 
Prescott Hotel stationery that says “Over-
come that Negativity.” It’s in my handwrit-
ing. I had two copies of  this book in case 
someday I might want to give one of  them 
away, so last night I gave a copy to a buddy 
and now I only have one which is plenty. K

Oral History of Edward Robert Humrich
Interviewed by Maya Moran
Humrich was the man who designed the 
house in Riverwoods that I grew up in and 
we were constantly cursing his name on ac-
count of  the decisions he made that didn’t 
quite work out for us. For instance, our seven 
foot ceilings were plenty roomy for our short 
nuclear family, but it was sometimes awkward 
when tall people came to visit. The beautiful 
polished concrete floors were destroyed by 
the previous owner, who glued down olive 
green carpet in every room including clos-
ets and bathrooms. This wasn’t really Hum-
rich’s fault, but we blamed him anyhow. The 
house was dark, walls of  soft redwood were 
beautiful but depressing in a home that was 

already seeped in turmoil. The worst offense 
was the flat roof, which looked lovely but led 
to leaks and eventual ruin. This interview, 
which seems to have been printed out by my 
father at work and bound on some kind of  
machine, is 151 pages long. Concerning the 
40 homes he designed in Riverwoods, Hum-
rich says, “They were all successful houses; 
people liked them.” My mother eventually 
put in a slanted roof  and replaced much of  
the dark redword walls with white drywall, 
killing the architectural integrity of  the place 
but providing a certain amount of  comfort 
to those who didn’t want to be mired in 
darkness and awakened in the night by rain 
pouring into the house. K

The New Our Bodies Ourselves
by The Boston Women’s Health Book Collective
This “new” version of  the classic tome is dat-
ed 1984. Women’s bodies haven’t changed 
much but possibly some aspects of  women’s 
health have since then. This was my go-to 
book pre-internet for everything that freaked 
me out about my body. It’s a great resource 
when you think you might have an STD but 
aren’t sure what it might be called or if  you 
are curious about the names of  the parts of  
your vagina or if  you want to read stories 
from other women about their experiences, 
life lessons, fears and goals. K

Bicycling & The Law: Your Rights as a Cy-
clist
By Bob Mionske, JD
This book begins with a description of  the 
first reported automobile accident, which 
just happened to involve a bicycle, on May 
30, 1896 in New York City. Subsequent 
chapters talk about various laws regarding 
bicycle traffic, criminal activity involving bi-
cycles (such as bike theft), defective manu-
facturing of  bicycle safety equipment, road 
hazards and insurance. It’s not the kind of  
book to read from beginning to end but good 
to have on the shelf  for consulting. Though 
one hopes that one will never have to consult 
such a book, since the only reason to look 
at it is because something bad happened. K

The Long Road Home: One Step at a Time
by G.B. Trudeau
A Doonesbury comic strip (or is it a “graphic 
novel”?) about a veteran coming back from 
Iraq with a foreword by John McCain. Not 
sure why I have this book; perhaps someone 
else would like it. GA

The Worst of Boiled Angel
by Mike Diana
Big veiny dicks and severed limbs populate 
this collection of  comic books, which does 
not have an introduction by John McCain, 
but does have an introduction that tells the 
story of  Mike Diana getting arrested on ob-
scenity charges for publishing his drawings. 
A little bit too obsessed with Jesus; almost ev-
ery page has a cross or the dude’s face. Defi-
nitely some religious damage somewhere 
along the line to this guy. Great to see so 
many huge spurting dicks fucking anything 
they can. K
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Andy Warhol: Portraits of the 70’s
Now that iPhoto has a filter that turns any 
portrait into something that resembles a 
Warhol, who needs this book? Overall, this 
is some of  his worst work. Will bring to the 
office, maybe a student will think it’s inter-
esting to see where Apple got the idea. K

The Necromantic Ritual Book 
by Leilah Wendell
This book was shoplifted from a museum 
of  death in New Orleans. At least I think 
that’s where it came from. It’s a book of  
rituals to experience “Death Energy.” The 
book advocates getting a corpse out of  its 
mausoleum in order to hold its hand, but it 
absolutely forbids having sex with dead bod-
ies. Not sure I’m sold on this one, but with 
it’s matte black cover embossed with silver 
foil, it looks good on the shelf. K

A Lover’s Discourse 
by Roland Barthes
There was a time in my life when I would 
consult this book whenever I felt I needed a 
bit of  decoding of  ideas related to the heart. 
I bought this book on Sept 23, 1993, which 
is strange on two accounts. 1) It’s the day 
before the birthday of  a former boyfriend. 
Did I buy it for him and then keep it after 
we broke up? Were we even still together in 
1993 or did we break up the previous year? 
And 2) I thought I read it when I still lived in 
Rochester, where I left in 1990. In any case, 
I found Barthes sentimentality appealing 
and inviting. I haven’t picked this book up in 
quite awhile, but given the current situation 
I find myself  in, perhaps it’s time to take it 
off  the shelf. K

The Preserving Machine 
by Philip K. Dick
I’m pretty sure I got this book for free some-
where. It’s a book of  short stories and I’ve 
never read it. GA

The Hodgepodge Book
collected by Durncan Emrich
I loved this book of  folklore when I was a 
child, and the book still smells like the mil-
dew of  the house I great up in. Between page 
98 and 99, at the beginning of  the chapter 
called “Riddles, Jokes, Knock-Knocks, Ele-
phants, and Problems-Problems-Problems” 
is a pink bookmark with a drawing and 
very basic homemade crossword puzzle one 
“across” clue and one “down” clue. It also 
says “Vernon Area Library” in kids’ hand-
writing and “Tania Kazmer Age 9” in very 
adult block lettering. Tania was my best 
friend in early grade school. K

Foxfire 2
Edited by Eliot Wigginton
My mother had a lot of  the Foxfire books 
when I was a kid, but I don’t think this is 
one of  them, because it doesn’t smell at all 
like the house. The Foxfire books contain 
collections of  essays about how to do vari-
ous things that one might have to do in the 
country for survival and not just as an urban 
hobby. The chapter on making fabric takes 
the fiber all the way from the sheep through 
shearing, carding, spinning, and weaving. 
This book also has a chapter on bee-keeping 

and another about how to make an ox yoke. 
Inside was a note dated 16 August. “Dear 
Project Space: Why is it that decreases are 
more attractive than increases in knitting? 
And, more importantly, does this apply to 
other areas of  life? Sincerely, Top Down 
Knitter.” K

Consider the Lobster 
by David Foster Wallace
This book is signed by the author. There is 
a pretty interesting essay in here about the 
AVN Awards and CES in Vegas, both events 
I attended for several years. His fresh per-
spective on a very gloomy industry was fun-
ny and much appreciated. I can’t remember 
the other essays, though I’m pretty sure I 
read the one about the lobsters. K

Gomorrah 
by Roberto Saviano
This is an awesome book about organized 
crime in Naples. It was a super sensation 
when I was in Italy and I was psyched to 
read the translation when it finally came 
out. Very creepy book. Jeni’s tract is tucked 
in there as a bookmark. K, for sure. 

Ecology of Fear 
by Mike Davis
Scary book about our fragile environment 
and the havoc is causes for people, espe-
cially those in economically challenged ar-
eas of  town. I remember reading the chap-
ter about Malibu and just being absolutely 
incensed. I’m not sure how much else I’ve 
read of  this book. I think I lost interest dur-
ing the chapter about tornadoes. K

The Pill Versus the Springhill Mine Disas-
ter
by Richard Brautigan
Sweet hippie poems. My mother had all of  
Brautigan’s books, and I loved reading them 
when I was a kid. They are pretty simple 
short poems and I remember how domes-
tic they were, every one always in bed or in 
the kitchen or garden or just out back in the 
woods. So much about relationships and 
couples and love.   This book has the num-
ber 60 written on the front cover, so I don’t 
think it was my mother’s copy, maybe I got 
it at a used bookstore or thrift shop for 60 
cents. K

The Lime Twig 
by John Hawkes
I don’t know if  I read this book or not. The 
back says it’s about racehorses and that 
doesn’t sound familiar. Inside the book is a 
small piece of  paper that says it’s to be re-
moved when the book is sold. Probably for 
inventory, and since the paper is here, that 
means the bookshop might not get another 
copy of  this book.K

My Captivity Among the Sioux Indians
by Fanny Kelly
19 year old Kelly was captured by Sioux In-
dians in 1864 and lived with them for five 
months. She describes her time spent with 
the tribe, detailing meals, rituals and the 
everyday events. She’s really not into being 
there, and she is scared and grossed out by 
the scalps they keep bringing home. At the 

end, she goes back to the white people and 
she’s psyched to be done with her adventure. 
I think this book belongs to my aunt who is 
an anthropologist. It’s a classic in the genre 
of  captivity tales. K

We Took To the Woods
by Louise Dickinson Rich
This book is about checking out and moving 
into the woods. It’s a pretty romantic and 
chatty account of  days spent doing things 
like picking berries, fishing, cooking, and or-
dering gifts through mail order. The book is 
a little dull but full of  nuggets of  awesome-
ness, just as I imagine life in the woods must 
be. Inside there is a receipt for a book called 
The Old Hand Knitters of  the Dales. K

Kraftwerk: Man, Machine and Music
by Pascal Bussy
I bought this book in order to learn about 
Kraftwerk’s cycling team, but I never read 
it. Am saving it for a rainy day, though those 
are rare in Los Angeles. K

On Photography 
by Susan Sontag
This is one of  those classic books of  ideas 
about photography. I read it a million tril-
lion years ago and sometimes I assign parts 
of  it to students. Gotta keep it on the shelf. 
K

Never Let Me Go 
by Kazuo Ishiguro
This is the saddest book ever, about people 
who are cloned and shepherded into adult-
hood only to be harvested for organs. I first 
read it after I saw the film, which is full of  
incredible sweaters and also a tear jerker, 
and now I have to read it again since I am 
leading a First Year Book discussion about 
it in a few weeks. All incoming students will 
be reading it so we will all begin the school 
year in tears. K

A Love Letter for You: Brick Valentines on 
the Philly Skyline 
Steve Powers as Espo Icy
Photographs of  super-ambitious wall-paint-
ing project in Philadelphia, sentimental 
phrases painted on walls that can be viewed 
from the train. Would be great to experience 
in person but looks really good as a book 
too. I got it from a friend in Philly, hot off  
the press and it really smelled like ink when 
I got it. It still has a faint scent. K

Folk Archive: Contemporary Popular Art 
from the UK
Jeremy Deller and Alan Kane
Photographs of  a lot of  awesome stuff  that 
people are making, from protest signs to 
painted vacuum cleaners and everything in 
between. Cakes, tattoos, gardens, costumes, 
needlepoint, murals, calling cards, and lots 
of  flower arrangements, including one of  a 
cigarette intended to honor the memory of  
a lifelong smoker who died at age 105. K

Possibilities 
by David Graeber
I pulled this book off  the shelf  after a friend 
suggested I assign the essay on vanguardism 
to my class this semester. I need to reread 
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it. I really like the anthropology angle of  
Graeber’s writing. I shouldn’t say “angle,” 
it’s the discipline he comes from. Reading 
about goings-on in tribal situations in Mad-
agascar helps to put the entire world into 
perspective.K 

South of Heaven
by Jim Thompson
The back cover makes this sound like a fas-
cinating novel. I found two copies of  this 
book on my bookshelf, so I started reading 
one. It’s about guys working to build an gas 
pipeline. K

Masochism
by Gilles Deleuze and Leopold Sacher-Masoch
Includes the essay “Coldness and Cruelty” 
by Deleuze and the story “Venus in Furs” by 
Sacher-Masoch. The story of  Wanda and 
Severin is a lovely tale and the exceedingly 
psychoanalytic intro by Deleuze is good for 
those who like their punishments on pa-
per. Inside is a cartoon depicting two men 
in suits. The larger man appears to be lift-
ing the smaller man from behind in a way 
that suggests he’s being fucked. Both men 
wear combover style hairdos and their faces 
look familiar, but I’m not sure who they are 
meant to be. The smaller man holds a sign 
that says, “Severance for Deposit Only.” K

The Best of Best American Erotica 2008
edited by Susie Bright
Not sure where this signed copy came from. 
I think it was a gift. The stories range from 
humdrum to hot. Sometimes when I read 
this kind of  stuff  it makes me feel like every-
one is having awesome dirty interesting sex 
but me. K

The Hitler Fact Book 
by Thomas Fuchs
Susan’s friend Tom is obsessed with Hit-
ler and wrote this book. It’s signed to me 
and I must have asked him in person given 
what he wrote. “Autograph? You want an 
autograph? That’s 50¢ extra. Oh, well, it 
is flattering to be asked and you’re pretty 
dreamy yourself, so... Tom the bomb Fuchs 
6/24/97” The book is full of  tidbits about 
Hitler, including a chapter on his vegetar-
ian diet that says he continued eating liver 
dumplings after giving up meat. According 
to this book, he at two pounds of  chocolate 
a day, but he didn’t drink coffee because it 
interfered with his sleep. K

Recipes for Disaster
Another well-designed Crimethinc book, 
this one full of  ideas and instructions for all 
sorts of  survival skills ranging from nonmo-
nogamous relationships to squatting, stencil-
ing, pie throwing and dismantling heirarchy. 
Great reference book and inspiration, got to 
figure out how to bring this into the class-
room without my students getting freaked 
out that I am trying to make them all into 
anarchists. Maybe the chapter on taking 
over classrooms would be a good start. K

 Martha Rosler Library
edited by Paul Domela and John Byrne
This book accompanies the project of  the 
same name, in which thousands of  Mar-

tha Rosler’s books are installed for people 
to peruse in various locations. It’s sort of  a 
smart, well-funded, large version of  Bookshelf 
that’s not quite as self-obsessed and appears 
to have a much more intellectual collection 
of  books. She’s probably even read most of  
them. The book contains essays and inter-
views about the project, with photographs 
of  books on shelves. She’s got books by 
Emma Goldman, Cindy Sherman, Arnold 
Newman, and multiple copies of  some 
books by Marx, plus tons of  other stuff. The 
book is signed to me “with regards,” She’s a 
cool lady. Seriously. K

In Focus: Dorothea Lange
by Judith Keller
Small book of  Lange photographs that are 
in the Getty photo collection. Reproduc-
tions vary from pretty decent to not ideal, 
but the text that appears alongside many of  
the pictures provides interesting background 
info about the images. A seven person con-
versation about Lange is printed at the end 
of  the book.  It’s tough to keep track of  who 
is who and saying what when there are so 
many people involved. The conversation 
was at a “colloquiuim” about the artist in 
2001. It just seems like a lot of  people in one 
conversation. Bring to school. K

Modern Criticism and Theory 
edited by David Lodge
I’m pretty sure this was a theory book used 
in a grad school class at Art Center. There 
are two table of  contents, one arranged his-
torically and the other arranged themati-
cally. Includes essays by Lacan, Barthes, 
Foucault, Cixous, Eco, etc. There are a few 
notes in the book, including “I have no idea 
what this all means” at the end of  Kriseva’s 
essay “The ethics of  liguistics” and “I hate 
this crap” next to a poemy section by Cix-
ous. It’s not definitively my handwriting, 
looks a little too upright to be mine, but I 
can definitely sympathize with the senti-
ments, and I think I probably was just writ-
ing in a strange script. K

Bicycle Repair Manual 
by Richard Ballantine and Richard Grant
A lot of  photographs and easy to under-
stand language about bike repair. I’m not so 
into repairing my own bike, I like to take it 
to a professional, but it’s nice to have a book 
like this around to consult “just in case.” K

The Invisible Dragon 
by Dave Hickey
I was fond of  Dave Hickey when he would 
visit us in grad school, all that Texas swagger 
and charm. Behind all the machismo was a 
soft spot for visual pleasure. His observations 
and ideas come across in chatty prose. K

Interview
by Hans Ulrich Obrist and Hans-Peter Feldmann
Hans Ulrich Obrist asks the questions in 
English and German and Hans-Peter Feld-
mann answers them in pictures. It’s a sur-
prising, funny, and engaging way to struc-
ture an interview, and it provides a different 
understanding (or lack thereof) of  the art-
ist than a more traditional dialogue might. 
Many of  the answers seem plain silly. From 

the book we learn that Hans-Peter Feldma-
nn enjoys carnival rides but not church. K

City of the Broken Dolls 
by Romain Slocombe
A book of  photographs of  hurt ladies wear-
ing casts, slings, eyepatches and bandages. 
Everyone damaged is so sexy, too. K

I Like You 
by Amy Sedaris
Michel gave me this one year as a gift. It’s 
a hilarious book about entertaining and 
includes a lot of  recipes for things I would 
never cook but also really helpful tips like 
how to put on pantyhose properly and how 
to wash a vagina. K

Cat Laughing Last 
by Shirley Rousseau Murphy
I think this is a mystery book told from the 
perspective of  a cat, or maybe it’s cat detec-
tives. Sabrina got this book for free from the 
library. The review on the front from Cats 
Magazine says “Magical” and surely it is. I 
am not positive that I want to fall down this 
cat rabbit hole, and I don’t think Sabrina 
would be terribly offended if  this book went 
back out into the world. GA

Pictorial Archive of Decorative and Illus-
trative Mortised Cuts
Edited by Carol Belanger Grafton 
Even in this age of  online images, a tradi-
tional clip art book has its merits. This book 
is filled with illustrations that have blank ar-
eas where text can be inserted. Like a guy 
holding a blank sign or a wine bottle with a 
blank label. K

Knit Art 
by Ferne Geller Cone
Odd shaped and colorful knit tapestries fill 
this 1975 classic and not a sweater in sight. 
Shapes are freeform and covered in bobbles 
and tails and tongues. I don’t want to make 
anything in this book, but I want to know 
that these things were made. K

Pulling Our Own Strings
Edited by Gloria Kaufman and Mary Kay Blakely
This is a book of  feminist humor and of  
course the joke is that a book like this should 
be only a page or two long. But amazingly, 
this book is 192 pages! There are chapters 
about menstruation and rape and mother-
hood and other funny stuff. K

Great Monsters of the Movies
by Robert K. Davidson
I stared at these scary pictures for hours on 
end when I was a kid and then looked in the 
TV Guide religiously each Sunday to see 
when these classic films would be beamed 
directly to my television, which usually hap-
pened during the middle of  the night. The 
book came out in 1977 and VCRs didn’t yet 
exist, you had to actually watch television at 
the appointed hour and I did. K

The Ultimate Guide to Anal Sex for Women
by Tristan Taormino
I am pretty sure I met the author of  this 
book, though not sure where. Probably got 
it when I was reviewing porn. The book cov-
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ers most everything related to anal sex, in-
cluding myths, fisting, and health. You never 
know when it might come in handy. K

Body Piercing Saved My Life: Inside the 
p0-=henomenon of Christian rock 
by Andrew Beaujon
Super fascinating book about the world 
of  Jesus rock. It’s a parallel universe. The 
“body piercing” in the title refers to Christ’s 
wounds. Right on and rock on. K

The Age of Homespun
by Laurel Thatcher Ulrich
The author chooses a number of  old home-
made objects, and uses them as a point of  
departure to investigate issues that go be-
yond its manufacture and use, throwing new 
illumination on these mostly common items. 
I haven’t read one word of  this book. Al-
though it looks super interesting, the minute 
I open it I nearly fall asleep. Now that I’m 
learning to spin wool, I’ll take another look 
at the chapter about niddy-noddies. Maybe 
I’ll learn something really important. K

Looking Beyond the Highway: Dixie Roads 
and Culture
edited by Claudette Stager and Martha Carver
The is the only book I could find that re-
ally covered Dixie Highway. I read it when I 
was doing a project traveling on Dixie High-
way making photographs. The road was the 
first to connect the north and the south and 
allowed people a route to drive to Florida 
for vacation in the early twentieth century. 
Soonafter the highway was built, the inter-
state made it obsolete. K

The Unicycle Book
by Jack Wiley
Thorough how-to book about unicycling, 
how to ride, do tricks etc. Heavily illustrated 
with incredible photographs of  people on 
their wheels. Sections about clowning, cos-
tumes, and building a midget unicycle. A 
very inspiring book, I got this when I did a 
project about unicycles. K

Longitude
by Dava Sobel 
Dan gave me this book and notes on the 
first page, “Happy Birthday Lisa, Hope you 
don’t get lost at sea.” Tucked inside is a letter 
from Daniel, thanking me for a book I gave 
him called “Sodomy and the Pirate Tradi-
tion. He notes in this 1997 letter, “Rape, pil-
lage and plunder is an as of  yet untapped 
theme in gay porn.” I can hardly believe 
that’s true! The book is about finding one’s 
longitude while at sea. K

The History of Forgetting
by Norman M Klein
The history of  forgetting could be the story 
of  my life. I have a terrible memory. But 
this is the story of  Los Angeles, a metropo-
lis that, according to this book, is always re-
inventing itself. A layered concoction of  fact 
and fiction is all we have. In this book are 
two Stephen Shore postcards, a bag from 
Tate London and a bookmark from Small 
World Books in Venice.K

The Art of Ill Will
by Donald Dewey
Interesting book about political cartoons in 
America. Lots of  images of  fat capitalists 
and presidents doing the wrong thing. One 
of  those books that help you understand 
that nothing really ever changes except the 
faces and particulars. Particularly chilling 
drawing of  a George Bush skeleton cowboy 
wearing a vest that says “death penalty” rid-
ing on the state of  Texas. K

Carlsbad Cavern: The Early Years 
by Robert Nymeyer and William R. Halliday M.D.
I probably got this book when a friend and 
I drove across country and stopped at Carls-
bad one evening to watch the bats swarm 
out of  the caverns. It was an odd road trip; 
we left the East Coast not knowing each oth-
er well, and after endless hours of  blasting 
Slayer from rolled down windows into the 
Texas landscape, we realized that our recent 
exes had started sleeping together in Los 
Angeles. This seemed to make things both 
easier and more complicated. I remember 
being in a Dairy Queen in Marfa, where 
there were saddles instead of  chairs. K

The Mason Williams Reading Matter 
by Mason Williams
This book is from the Friends of  the Library 
shop in the South Pas Library. It still has the 
paper clip that once held a small piece of  
paper with an ostrich rubber stamp and a 
price. Doubt I paid more than 25¢ for this 
book. It includes a story called “How to De-
rive the Maximum Enjoyment from Crack-
ers,” a story that involves pouring five gal-
lons of  salad dressing onto a woman who is 
lying on a bed of  lettuce, then leaving her to 
buy crackers. K

Lolita
by Vladimir Nabokov
A beautiful copy of  this amazing book, a 
gift from Daniel on my birthday in 1998. 
Includes an old postcard of  a hotel in Pasa-
dena and a note written in olive green foun-
tain pen ink. K

Miss Lonelyhearts & Day of the Locust
by Nathanael West
Not sure where this very clean copy of  this 
book came from. I thought I had one that 
was more of  a wreck, but maybe it was just 
Miss Lonelyhearts? Very important book. K

The Diary of a Young Girl
by Anne Frank
This is the “definitive edition” and I think I 
got it when it came out. It includes sections 
that were not in the earlier version that I had 
read long ago. When I lived in South Pas, a 
bookshelf  separated my apartment from the 
rest of  the house, and there were jokes about 
me being like Anne Frank, but living on the 
other side of  the bookshelf  is the only thing we 
had in common. K

Take the Cannoli
by Sarah Vowell
This book was a gift, but not sure who it was 
from. Short story/essays about whatever. She’s 
a good writer and funny, but I’m not dying to 
read this book. K

The World Famous Ratner’s Meatless 
Cookbook 
by Judith Gethers and Elizabeth Lefft
This book was given to me by porn direc-
tor Gino Colbert, who was a fan of  Ameri-
can Homebody. Ratner’s is restaurant he 
frequents when he is in New York, and this 
book of  “traditional Jewish recipes from 
Ratner’s dairy restaurant” includes recipes 
for potato chips, borscht, fake chopped liver, 
and a lot of  pies and cakes. There is entire 
chapter of  fish recipes. I’m not sure why so 
many fish recipes in a meatless cookbook, 
must be one of  those kosher loopholes.K

Good Eating from Washington Idaho the 
Dry Pea and Lentil Capitol of the Nation
by Washington and Idaho Dry Pea and Lentil 
Commission
This very small book (more of  a pamphlet) 
was given to me when I went to Moscow 
Idaho to shoot long range rifles. It contains 
general information about cooking dry peas 
and lentils, plus a few recipes, most involv-
ing ham or sausage. A recipe called “Len-
tils with Fruit” is especially gross, calling for 
canned pineapple, a green banana, canned 
sweet potatoes, and 2 teaspoons of  MSG. 
Tucked into the cover of  this book is an 
index card handwritten with the recipe for 
rhubarb cobbler. GA

The Practical Astrologer
by Nicholas Campion
After living in Los Angeles twenty years, I 
bought this book for one dollar in hopes of  
using it to catch up on all of  the astrological 
information that I didn’t learn in my Illinois 
elementary school. Astrology is complicated 
and best left to professionals, but people do 
like to blame their sun sign for everything 
that can’t be explained away in therapy. K

Alice Starmore’s Charts for Color Knitting
by Alice Starmore
This is a great collection of  stranded knit-
ting charts from around the world. Includes 
some that I haven’t seen before, all very or-
ganized. Also some color photos of  sweat-
ers.   Very good resource. K

Traditional Fair Isle Knitting 
by Sheila McGregor
Black and white photographs of  colorful 
sweaters can be very inspiring, and this book 
is full of  sweaters that look like sweaters and 
charts to make them. Some nice images of  
ladies knitting and an awesome selection of  
charts. K

Fair Isle Knitting 
by Sarah Don
How many books about fair isle knitting 
does one human need? That’s a good ques-
tion. This book has more patterns for gar-
ments like scarves, sweaters, vests, mixed 
with with a few charted patterns that are 
very well-explained. K
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FREE TO A GOOD HOME

Titan: America’s Silent Hero 
produced by Lockhead Martin Astronautics, edited by Evan D. McCollum
Be Magazine October 1995 Boredom Issue
Bust Magazine Spring 1999
Bunny Hop Magazine Issue No. 6: The Normal Issue
Bicycle Magazine’s The Complete Guide to Bicycle Maintenance and Repair for Road and 

Mountain Bikes 
by Jim Langley
Art and Art History: Palermo and Monreale 
by Casa Editrice Bonechi
The Farm Magazine 
Tempi & Wolf Catalogue
Masters of Modern Architecture 
by John Peter
Cookie Cookbook 
by Darlene Kronschnabel
Threads of Vision: Toward a New Feminine Poetics 
at the Cleveland Center for Contemporary Art
Emerging Artists Series: Tara Giannini 
at the Cleveland Center for Contemporary Art
Emerging Artists Series: Christa Donner 
at the Cleveland Center for Contemporary Art
Make/Shift Magazine Spring/Summer 2009
Exposure Magazine Volume 42:1 Spring 2009
The Baffler Number 7 Twentieth Century Lite: The City in the Age of Information 
edited by Thomas Frank
Covering: The Hidden Assault on our Human Rights 
by Kenji Yoshino
Eva Hesse Spectres 1960 
edited by E. Luanna McKinnon
Acme Journal Vol. 1 No. 3 1994
1991 Whitney Biennial Catalogue
The Real Story Inside and Outside Time 
by Luca Buvoli Comics
The Preserving Machine 
by Philip K. Dick
The Long Road Home, A Doonesbury Book 
by G. B. Trudeau
Cowboy Slang: Colorful Cowboy Sayings! 
by Edgar R. “Frosty” Potter
Corporate Rokoko 
by Werner von Delmont
Good Eating from Washington Idaho the Dry Pea and Lentil Capitol of the Nation
by Washington and Idaho Dry Pea and Lentil Commission
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